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PAMPANGA RIVER BASIN Flood Events 
 1. Tropical Storm “Ondoy”, September 25 to 27, 2009 
 2. Typhoon “Pepeng, October 6 to 15, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
The months of September and October 2009 had been quite devastating to most parts of 
the country particularly the Luzon area as several tropical disturbances caused 
considerable damage to the area. Two of the most destructive tropical cyclones that hit 
the country during that period were Tropical Storm “Ondoy”, coming on the last week of 
September, and Typhoon “Pepeng” falling on the first until the second week of October.  
 
“Ondoy” left a trail of destruction over Metro Manila with an unprecedented flooding, 
including the Southern Tagalog provinces and Bulacan area. “Pepeng” on the other 
hand, inundated almost one whole province, Pangasinan, including adjacent provinces 
and the exceptional almost simultaneous reservoir releases of all major dams in Luzon 
situated in 3 river basins.   
 
“Pepeng’s” passed over northern Luzon can be seen in 2 parts. The first pass was not 
that all disastrous. However, its second pass over northern Luzon proved to be very 
devastating as unprecedented destruction to properties, with hundreds of lives loss, was 
accounted for that event. 
 
Tropical Storm “Ondoy” (Ketsana) was the 5th weather disturbance to affect the basin of 
Pampanga River for the year 2009, following Tropical disturbances “Emong”, “Isang”, 
“Kiko”, and the Southwest Monsoon of September 2009. Typhoon “Pepeng” (Parma) 
was the 6th in that order.  
 
The effect of “Ondoy” on the Pampanga River basin was concentrated more on the 
southern portions of the basin particularly the areas of Angat watershed and the Guagua 
river sub-basin area. “Pepeng” effects on the basin came at the upstream part of the 
basin. This situation is quite ideal for flood forecasting such that flood flows came from 
the upstream portions of the basin and traversed through the basin downwards towards 
the flood-prone delta area of the basin.  
 
“Pepeng’s” flood event over the basin also came in on two episodes, from October 2 to 5 
and October 8 to 16. The first episode caused just above alert level river flows, while the 
on the second, relatively much higher river levels above alert stages were attained. 
 
The following report presents the hydrological situation of the Pampanga River basin and 
partly on the casualties and damages incurred during the passage of tropical 
disturbances “Ondoy” and “Pepeng”. It also focuses more on “Pepeng’s” second episode 
effects over the Pampanga River basin. 


